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Singapore: world's largest container port and transport hub for a region with a population of 500 million
DB Schenker Asian headquarters located in the city state

(Essen/Singapore, June 2008) Singapore is the center of global maritime shipping today. According to Singapore statistics, the city state’s container port has ranked first worldwide since 2005: in 2007, almost 28 million TEUs were handled there (TEU = 20-foot equivalent unit, the standard measure based on 20 foot long containers), a good 12 percent more than in the previous year. 7.3 million containers have already been handled during the first three months of this year, significantly more than during the comparable period in 2007.

Strategically located in the heart of Asia, the port of Singapore acts as a hub for the large cities and markets of the region. It boasts an excellent infrastructure, high-performance cargo-handling facilities and, with some 200 shipping routes, connections to more than 600 ports in more than 120 countries. There are around 1,000 ships being loaded or unloaded, refueling, taking on provisions or being repaired in the port at almost any given time. Roughly 140,000 ships call at the port of Singapore each year. Singapore lies at the center of a market comprising 500 million consumers.
Shanghai, the port of China's most important industrial city, takes second place in the list of the world's largest ports, at approximately 26 million TEUs. A further Chinese city, Hong Kong, is third, at just under 24 million TEUs. Container turnover in Rotterdam, the sixth-largest port in the world, was 10.8 million TEUs last year. In Hamburg, this figure amounted to approximately 9.8 million TEUs in 2007, which means that Hamburg takes ninth place worldwide (source: Port of Hamburg Market Research).

The significance of Singapore's airport should not be underestimated either. There are 78 companies offering more than 4,200 scheduled flights at Changi Airport. The airport is a hub for 59 countries and offers 186 city connections. In 2007, 1.89 million metric tons of air cargo were handled in Singapore. With this, Singapore takes tenth place in the list of the world's largest freight airports. For comparison: in Frankfurt – eighth in the international ranking – a total of 2,095,293 metric tons of air cargo were handled in 2007. 
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With Schenker (Asia Pacific) Pte Ltd (the central organization for the Asia Pacific region) and its national company, Schenker Singapore (Pte) Ltd, Schenker is present in the city state of Singapore with more than 600 employees at 17 locations.
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