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DB Intermodal: combining shipments for Europe
Core competence is the transportation of load units by rail • multimodal transportation chains as economic and environment-friendly solutions
(Berlin, May 2009)  DB Intermodal – in terms of transportation performance – is the European market leader in combined transportation. Under the umbrella of the DB brand, DB Intermodal markets the entire range of combined transportation services to operators, freight forwarders and shipping companies to provide a seamless transportation chain of trucking, rail freight and marine services. ”We combine the strengths of the individual transportation systems to offer the customer a complete package that is even more cost-effective and environment-friendly,“ says Hans-Georg Werner, the Member of the Management Board of DB Schenker Rail responsible for the DB Intermodal business segment. “On the basis of our European transportation concepts, we intend to further expand our market leadership in the mid term and grow beyond Europe’s borders.“

Core competence is rail
DB Intermodal’s core competence is the transportation of load units such as containers, swap bodies and trailer units by rail. With around 2,000 trains a week, DB Intermodal operates services to link up key nodes in around 30 countries inside Europe and, with three million load units a year, is Europe’s leading provider of combined transportation services. DB Intermodal delivers its customers’ consignments to any one of 260 destinations in a cost-effective, reliable and environment-friendly manner. The marketing of the services is provided by operators such as Kombiverkehr, Hupac, TFG Transfracht, Polzug and Metrans. This ensures that customers benefit from the close proximity to the market and seamless transportation chains. DB Intermodal’s neutral position with respect to all operators, freight forwarders and shipping companies is guaranteed at all times and ensures effective cooperation in all segments.  
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With its rail shipments, DB Intermodal is reducing the impact on the atmosphere each year by around 1.3 million tons in carbon emissions compared with shipments by truck, thereby helping the customer to optimize his own carbon footprint. As a basic principle, combined transportation is an ideal way of reducing carbon emissions, since a large part of the journey is covered in an environment-friendly manner by rail. On average, a freight train – compared with a truck – consumes around two thirds less energy and emits only a quarter as much carbon dioxide.

DB Intermodal offers its customers a variety of core products. Direct shuttle services between two economic centers in Europe operate on a regular basis, while indirect block train services are provided to more than one destination, and can be split to deliver shipments to specific destinations during the journey and subsequently reassembled again. This provides a high degree of flexibility by offering a combination of different destinations. On the basis of the hub and spoke concept, DB Intermodal bundles consignments on a variety of national or international routes to link up seaports, for example, with the hinterland. This provides much greater coverage.

Maritime shipments
In maritime combined transportation, DB Intermodal operates services that link up the northern and western ports with the European hinterland, such as Hamburg with eastern Europe, or Rotterdam with Switzerland. In partnership with the operator TFG Transfracht, for example, DB Intermodal has set up the AlbatrosExpress network for its customers. Operating around 300 trains a week, the service links up the German seaports of Hamburg and Bremerhaven with 21 different destinations in the most important economic centers in Germany, Austria and Switzerland. It also provides rail services to eastern Europe in partnership with the operator Polzug, which link up the seaports of Hamburg and Bremerhaven with seven key economic centers in Poland. And with the operator Metrans, block trains run nonstop from Hamburg and Bremerhaven to the Czech Republic, Hungary and Slovakia. 

Continental shipments
DB Intermodal offers its customers combined transportation services on the continent primarily operating along the busiest transportation corridors in Europe. DB Intermodal operates fast and reliable shuttle services, for example, between the most important economic centers Scandinavia, Italy, Germany, Poland and many other countries in Europe. In partnership with Kombiverkehr, DB Intermodal operates the Kombi-Netz 2000+, for example, the core element of the combined transportation network in Germany. Intermodal shipments are transported night by night through gateway terminals to link up with the European block train network. In addition, Hupac and Kombiverkehr in partnership operate trouble-free transit services across the Alps. 

Networked forwarding and logistics services
DB Intermodal develops tailor-made solutions for the specific needs of freight forwarders, such as the rail solutions product for the logistics specialist Hellmann, for example. DB Intermodal and Hellmann World Wide Logistics have now expanded their joint train system in Germany by more than a third, and have now transferred around 40,000 more tons from road to environment-friendly rail. This is equivalent to operating an additional train daily. In addition, with its Parcel InterCity product, DB Intermodal has provided its customer DHL with two express train systems. For its courier and parcel delivery services, for example, and in department store logistics, the product is the ideal combination to provide fast, overnight deliveries of express consignments, such as parcels.

Shipment tracking
DB Intermodal customer are notified regularly, transparently and proactively of the current location of their shipments. Shipment tracking staff provide the tracking and tracing of around 2,000 DB Intermodal trains a week at all times. With the I.G@TE online application, customers can obtain information themselves on the whereabouts of their shipments at all times and all over the world. In addition to shipment tracking, I.G@TE offers up-to-date information on  the train’s progress and a detailed picture of the loads being carried on individual trains. 

Additional services
DB Intermodal also provides a comprehensive range of additional services for combined transportation, such as handling and terminal services, the provision of equipment and Europe-wide freight car dispatching or depot services. The dispatching and servicing of DB Intermodal equipment, for example, is handled by its subsidiary DB Intermodal Services GmbH. With around 12,500 company-owned flat cars and approx. 2,000 load units, DB Intermodal Services dispatches in excess of 1.5 million freight cars a year. 

DB Intermodal’s partner Deutsche Umschlaggesellschaft Schiene-Straße mbH (DUSS) is responsible for operating a total of 25 transshipment terminals in Germany. The range of services provided include effective dispatching, crane services and shipment processing. DUSS also offers extensive expertise in the design, construction and operation of transshipment terminals. 

With the use of around 50 terminals in Germany and many others throughout Europe, DB Intermodal guarantees fast and trouble-free handling of all shipments. 
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