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Europe's Largest Rail Freight Company: DB Schenker Rail

European champion: with some 5,400 trains every day, an annual traffic performance of 114 billion tonne-kilometers and around 29,000 employees in eleven countries

(Mainz, May 2009)  With a turnover of EUR 4.7 billion, approximately 29,000 employees in eleven countries and an annual traffic performance of 114 billion tonne-kilometers, Deutsche Bahn AG’s rail freight company is the leading provider of rail freight transportation in Europe (figures: 2008 Annual Report). DB Schenker Rail is the only freight rail provider that offers a Europe-wide presence and a European production network. DB Schenker Rail runs 5,400 freight trains a day and thus relieves Europe’s roads of 110,000 truck trips every day – placed end-to-end, this represents a truck convoy of 1,600 kilometers! 
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Europe-wide presence for a European network

In the past decade DB Schenker Rail has consistently developed its European production network. The expansion began with the takeover of the Dutch (1999) and Danish (2001) freight railways and continued with the purchase of a private rail company and a majority stake in Nordcargo in Italy (2004 and 2008), the acquisition of the UK's largest rail freight company DB Schenker Rail UK Ltd. (formerly English Welsh & Scottish Railways) and the purchase of a stake in the Spanish forwarding and shipping rail company Transfesa in 2007. In 2008, 
DB Schenker Rail increased its stake in the Swiss company BLS Cargo to 45 percent, which was followed by the takeover of Poland’s largest freight railway PCC Rail in January 2009. This acquisition is still subject to the approval of the relevant authorities.

Nearly two-thirds of DB Schenker’s freight trains already operate on international routes. “European customers are increasingly demanding European solutions from a single source. It is therefore only logical that to manage our European network as the leading freight train company, we also had to introduce a European organizational structure,” says Dr. Klaus Kremper, CEO of DB Schenker Rail. 

DB Schenker Rail includes the regionally structured business segments West, Central and East, as well as the Automotive and Intermodal segments, which operate across all three regions. Region West includes the United Kingdom, France, Spain and Portugal, while Central encompasses Central Europe, with Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Belgium, Switzerland, Denmark and Sweden. Region East incorporates Eastern Europe, including Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Russia and Belarus. The business segments are responsible for the sales, distribution and production of their services and their profit and loss results. Transports across regions are single-handled by the sales management on the European level who at the same time settles the rules for sales management within Europe.
Large vehicle fleet for flexible solutions 

With around 125,000 freight cars and 3,300 locomotives - including a high proportion of cross-border multi-system train engines - DB Schenker owns the largest fleet in Europe, enabling it to react flexibly to individual customer requirements. Thanks to its cross-border presence, DB Schenker Rail provides efficient transportation services in the segments of block trains, the single wagonload transport system and intermodal transportation. The focus is on coal, iron, steel, chemicals, petroleum, fertilizers, agricultural products, forestry, consumer goods, construction materials and waste disposal.

Block trains come to the fore when employed across national borders, especially with bulk goods – when large quantities have to be bundled and shipped quickly, safely and reliably. DB Schenker’s single freight car transport system is designed to handle smaller volumes and is one of the largest and most flexible transportation systems in the world. In Germany alone it has a network of 35,000 kilometers and thus offers comprehensive transportation services. Freight cars can be ordered 24 hours in advance. It is linked to the networks of other European railways - and thus able to provide seamless rail transportation across the continent. In single car transport, the individual cars are collected from the customer's sidings and returned there afterwards. In order to sort and bundle the cars, DB Schenker Rail uses a network of train formation facilities. 

In Germany, nine national and some 150 regional switching yards make up a nationwide network that ensures high turnaround times. And in developing rail-related logistics services, DB Schenker is the pioneer in Europe. Through its Railports, DB Schenker can offer special storage and transshipment sites to customers lacking private sidings of their own, thus creating the possibility of combining best of rail and road transportation.
Freight on rail - for a better environment 

DB Schenker makes a direct contribution to environmental protection by transporting freight by rail – which is very energy efficient. When compared with trucks, freight trains require only about one-third of the specific primary energy per tonne transported. Through better capacity utilization, modernization of rolling stock and facilities and improved monitoring, DB Schenker has reduced its rail freight energy consumption by more than 30 percent since 1990.

DB Schenker is not only focused on reducing CO2, but also on noise abatement to help the environment by directly attacking the source: the wheel/rail system. Modern composite brakes, also known as whisper brakes, reduce rail noise by up to ten decibels, which corresponds roughly to halving the noise perceived. Since 2001, DB Schenker has therefore only been investing in new freight cars with composite brakes and now has more than 3,100 such vehicles in operation.

Intermodal

The DB Intermodal Business Segment markets the entire depth of performance of Combined Transport (CT) to operators and freight forwarders. Its core competence is the transportation of load units by rail. Additional services include, for example, transshipment and terminal services, the provision of equipment, depot services, and Europe-wide goods distribution. DB Intermodal links the most important transportation hubs in some 30 countries in Europe with around 2,000 trains a week. And with three million load units transported per annum, it is the leading provider of CT in Europe. Each day, DB Intermodal provides its customers with capacity equivalent to 13,300 truckloads.

Automotive

The focus at DB Schenker Automotive is on rail solutions and additional road and logistics services for the finished vehicle and materials transportation segments between plants in Europe. With rolling stock of more than 6,000 special freight cars having transported over three million finished vehicles, 
DB Schenker Automotive is one of the largest suppliers in vehicle transportation and logistics in Europe. The Automotive segment includes the three companies Autotransportlogistic GmbH (ATG), Schenker Automotive RailNet GmbH (SAR) and the Spanish firm Transfesa.

Note to photo editors:

Up-to-date transportation and logistics motifs at Deutsche Bahn are available for download free of charge from the photo database at www.bahnimbild.de in the folder logistics fair “transpo 2009” under the heading New Pictures.
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