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Environmental Focus: DB Schenker - Pioneer in Green Transportation and Logistics Services 

Europe's first CO2-free rail freight product ( thousands of driving lessons planned in land transport

(Berlin, May 2009) DB Schenker is continuing to expand its leading position as a green transportation and logistics provider. “Transporting a lot calls for a lot of responsibility toward the environment,” says Dr. Norbert Bensel, CEO DB Schenker. “There is no contradiction in economic efficiency and environmental protection. On the contrary, saving resources, operating in an energy-efficient manner and reducing carbon dioxide (CO2) and other environmentally harmful emissions, are central cornerstones of our business strategy.”
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All climate protection activities that DB Schenker is now rigorously implementing across all transportation modes have been bundled into four so-called lighthouse projects: Green Logistics Networks, Green Road, Green Terminals and Green Product Rail. DB Schenker’s measures are an integral part of DB Eco Program, the Climate Protection Program of DB Group, which was established to reduce its specific CO2 emissions, i.e. transport-related emissions, by a further 20 percent worldwide between 2006 and 2020. This target builds on the successes of recent years: since 1990, DB has reduced its rail-based CO2 emissions by almost 40 percent and in 2008 alone emissions decreased by 2.8 percentage points. DB Schenker is making a vital contribution to achieving DB’s 2020 climate protection targets and has incorporated specific reduction targets in its business units. 

The Green Lighthouse Project “Green Logistics Networks”

“Green Logistics Networks” stands for the comprehensive international transportation network of DB Schenker that spans all transportation modes - from road transport via rail freight to ocean and air freight. DB Schenker combines the strengths of different modes of transportation with each other to offer the customer an even better and environment-friendly overall product. Climate protection at DB Schenker therefore starts right before the transport during the client consulting and planning phases of new projects. Upon request, DB Schenker’s environmental experts prepare detailed carbon footprint calculations and advise on CO2 reduction measures, thus laying the basis for the optimization of the transportation chains. An intelligent modal split, for example, combines the flexibility of the road with the cost and energy-efficient benefits of rail freight.

One example is combined transport offered by DB Intermodal, where the main run is transported on environmentally friendly rail, while trucks handle the pre- and on-carriage. DB Intermodal’s trains run daily services to connect all the major economic centers in Europe and link the northern and western ports to the European hinterland. DB Intermodal thus reduces air pollution – in comparison to road transport – by around 1.3 million tons of CO2 every year. An important element is DB Schenker’s Europe-wide Railport network, which enables firms with no direct access to the rail network to switch their transports to the more environmentally friendly rail. The principle is simple: neither the sender nor the recipient needs to have his own private sidings but can still use the railway as the primary carrier for goods that will not fit into containers. The Railport serves as hub for such customers and as such provides access to the rail network.
For transports between Europe, Asia and North America, DB SCHENKERskybridge combines ocean and air freight. Containers from Asia arrive by ship in Dubai or Vancouver and from there are transshipped to Europe or the United States by plane. It’s not just the customers who benefit from reduced costs and competitive shipping times, above all it’s the environment that benefits. Specifically: transport times are cut by 30 to 50 percent compared to straight ocean freight, while CO2 is reduced up to 50 percent compared with pure air freight. DB SCHENKERskybridge is the best mode of transportation for time-sensitive goods such as fashion items. 

	



Dr. Antje Lüssenhop

Senior Vice President

Communications DB Schenker

Tel. +49 (0) 30 297-54020

Fax +49 (0) 30 297-54029

presse.db.schenker

@dbschenker.eu

www.dbschenker.com/presse


 “Green Road”
The Green Road lighthouse project brings together all the activities for sustainable land transport by road, where the combination of numerous climate-friendly measures makes a particular contribution to environmental protection. 

An important cornerstone of climate-friendly transportation organization is the bundling of transports and the optimum utilization of the different transportation modes. DB Schenker’s tightly knit distribution system is the foundation for its land transportation. Direct connections between sender and recipient make sense with full wagonloads, while groupage shipments are processed via the sophisticated hub system. Trucks are making their way to these hubs night after night akin to the spokes on a wheel connected to a hub. The consignments are then bundled for the designated routes, allowing DB Schenker to attain optimal utilization of the loading capacity of the vehicles while at the same time adhering to the timetables and delivery times.

Additionally, over the next few years DB Schenker will be giving comprehensive training to thousands of drivers - including those of subcontractors - in energy-saving driving techniques. DB Schenker will gradually be equipping vehicles with technical systems that enable drivers to check their own driving style. DB Schenker is actively introducing and promoting the use of modern, energy-efficient vehicles and the consequent shift to the Euro-standard 3-5 vehicles. Other measures include the testing of modern and low-emission vehicle technologies, such as hybrid vehicles and intelligent city logistics, as well as the careful monitoring of subcontractors. 

An important component is the integration of rail freight services in DB Schenker’s land transport network. That is the focus at DB SCHENKERrailog, the specialist for rail logistics. This service allows customers to integrate Europe’s rail network more efficiently into their planning and benefit from the economic and environmental advantages of rail as a mode of transportation over medium and long distances.
Green Terminals
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DB Schenker intends to further reduce CO2 emissions in the medium to long term even in stationary installations such as distribution centers or terminals. It has therefore established the lighthouse project “Green Terminal”. The aim is not only to increase energy efficiency and reduce CO2 emissions in existing terminals, workshops and warehouses, but also to monitor and implement sustainable measures in new buildings and alterations. Numerous tools are available to reduce CO2 emissions per square meter, from photovoltaic, wind and solar systems, through natural cooling systems and geothermal energy to energy-efficient conveyor systems, innovative lighting systems, insulation and a more intensive use of rainwater

Good examples here are DB Schenker’s activities at Willebroeck in Belgium and Melbourne in Australia. At its logistics center in Willebroeck, which is primarily used by customers in the consumer goods industry, a natural cooling system is installed. This so-called night cooling system uses the cooler outdoor night-time temperatures to keep the entire facility cool during the day. The cooling systems starts as soon as the exterior nighttime temperature is two degrees lower than inside the warehouse. and holds temperatures constant during the day. The system saves more than 600 kilowatt hours of electricity every day compared to conventional cooling systems.

In Australia, DB Schenker is currently building a new environmentally friendly terminal at Melbourne’s main international airport. The mega-hub, which should be commissioned in July, will collect 450,000 liters of rainwater, of which 350,000 liters will be stored permanently to serve as water for firefighting. In addition, the toilets in the main building and the warehouses will be flushed with rainwater, reducing total water consumption for these purposes by up to 70 percent. Solar panels and the conversion of 80 percent of the forklifts to electric drives will ensure a significant reduction of energy consumption. The in-house recycling program will reduce the volume of waste by 60 percent. 

CO2-free consignments – by using renewable energy

When it comes to environmentally-friendly transportation, European rail freight company DB Schenker Rail is DB Schenker’s backbone. That’s because rail freight is the most climate friendly mode of transportation in Europe- and DB Schenker Rail is constantly improving its advantage by utilizing trains more effectively, modernizing equipment and using train engines with low emissions. Climate-friendly electric trains play a key role here, now accounting for around 96 percent of rail freight transportation. DB Schenker’s 5,400 daily freight trains relieve Europe’s roads by more than 100,000 truck trips and save 23,000 tons of CO2 every day.
With new CO2-free rail freight, DB Schenker now offers its customers an option that is groundbreaking in the transportation and logistics industry. Customers can select the option of transporting their goods with the European rail network completely carbon-free for a small extra cost. At the customer’s request, the energy required for a consignment will be replaced by renewable electricity from Germany. DB additionally buys this electricity, thus avoiding completely any emissions of the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide. In this way, a customer who sends a 1,000 ton block train from Hamburg to Munich avoids emitting some 20 tons of CO2 compared to regular rail transportation. And compared with delivery by truck, he saves more than 55 tons of CO2.
EcoTransIT

Freight customers can now compare the environmental impact on routes across Europe online using DB Schenker’s new online tool EcoTransIT (www.dbschenker.com/ecotransit), which calculates the precise environmental impact on any European route and compares emissions pollutants of freight trains, trucks, ships and aircraft as well as of combined transport within Europe. That makes it easy to compare the different transportation modes and to choose the most environmentally and economically viable option. There are plans to expanding it to create the global system “EcoTransIT World”, which will be able to calculate emissions and energy data for global supply chains.
DB Eco Program
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DB Eco Program combines DB’s climate protection goals with the measures and products of its green campaign. DB promotes the campaign with a “green corner” logo in advertisements and publications and online at www.dbecoprogram.com.
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