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Dear Reader,

We live in challenging times: Russia’s war 
against Ukraine is continuing, the corona
virus pandemic is still rumbling on and  
record inflation and exploding energy costs 
are shaking markets. At the same time,  
the acute threat from climate change is 
becoming increasingly tangible. But even  
in these difficult times, the railways are 
providing essential supplies and keeping 
people in Europe moving. It is also clear 
that the trend towards climatefriendly  
rail is here to stay. This is underlined by  
the current trends in transport volume.

Demand for passenger rail is picking up 
significantly. In 2022, transport volume  
in Germany is set to rise by almost 45% 
compared with the previous year. It is  

expected to reach the prepandemic level  
in 2024. In rail freight, the recovery back to 
prepandemic volumes was already achieved 
in 2021. Due to the economic uncertainty, 
only slight growth is expected here for the 
current year. 

The other side of the story, however, is that 
the steadily increasing demand is pushing 
the German rail network to its limits. This  
is clearly being felt by our passenger and 
freight customers. Together with the German 
government and the rest of the rail industry, 
we are therefore working towards a full 
overhaul of the busiest corridors. This will 
turn congested lines into a highperformance 
network. We are also positioning ourselves 
for further growth with new trains, better 
services and more staff. These efforts are 
vital, since only with a strong rail system 
can we achieve the German and European 
climate targets.

Yours sincerely  
Dr Richard Lutz 
Chairman of the Management Board  
and CEO of Deutsche Bahn AG
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Passenger transport

Transport volume growing again: After 
plunging by 15.6% in 2020 to approximately 
928 billion passenger kilometres, transport 
volume rose by 5.0% in 2021 to 975 billion 
passenger kilometres. This was still well 
below the prepandemic level of 1,100 bil
lion passenger kilometres in 2019. The  
impacts of the coronavirus pandemic eased 
considerably in the first half of 2022. For 
the year as a whole, an approximately 10%  
increase in transport volume is expected  
in the German passenger transport market. 

Strongest growth in motorised private 
transport: The need for social distancing 
bolstered private transport again in 2021. 
Transport volume increased to 870 billion 
passenger kilometres (up 5.7% compared 
with 2020). In terms of market share,  
motorised private transport was up by  
0.6 percentage points on the 2020 figure 
and accounted for 89.2% of the market.  
In 2019, the market share was significantly 
lower at 83.3%.

Total market 
in Germany in 2021/2022

The German passenger transport market 
was heavily affected by the coronavirus 
pandemic again in 2021. In 2022, mobility 
demand is picking up for all modes of 
transport. 
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Transport volume in Germany
(in billion passenger kilometres)

 
2020

 
2021¹

Private motorised transport 822.5 870.0

Rail 58.8 59.0

Public road transport 44.5 44.1

Air travel (domestic in Germany) 2.6 2.1

Total 928.4 975.0

98

1 Provisional, partly estimated, figures rounded  
Sources: Destatis, DB

Slight increase in rail and strong growth 
forecast: The volume of rail passenger 
transport climbed year on year to 59 billion 
passenger kilometres in 2021. At 6.1%,  
rail’s market share was significantly lower 
than in 2019 (9.3%). For 2022, transport 
volume is expected to surge by around  
45%. Rail passenger transport is expected 
to attain prepandemic levels in 2024.

Lower demand in public road transport: 
Public road transport volume saw a slight 
0.7% fall in 2021 and amounted to 44.1 bil 
lion passenger kilometres (2020: 44.5 bil
lion passenger kilometres). This trans lated 
to a market share of 4.5%, compared with 
4.8% in 2020 and 6.5% in 2019. Noticeable 
gains in transport volume are expected  
for 2022.

Heavy losses in scheduled long-distance 
bus services: 2.8 million passengers  
travelled by longdistance bus in 2021.  
This was 53% fewer than in the previous 
year and 87% down on the figure for  
2019. Transport volume for scheduled  
long distance bus services in 2021 came  
to 862 million passenger kilometres  
(down 50% on 2020). After discontinuing  
services due to the pandemic, companies 
returned to the market with a limited  
range of services. In 2022, longdistance 
bus transport remains well down on  
prepandemic levels due to the reduced 
service offering and strong competition 
from rail.
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Market performance in 20214 compared with previous year 
(measured in transport volume)

2021 modal split4  
(measured in  
transport volume) 

1  Private motorised transport
2   Public road transport
3  Air travel (domestic in Germany)
4 Figures rounded

1  Private motorised transport
2  Public road transport

3   Air travel (domestic in Germany)
4    Figures rounded

Sources: Destatis, DB

Sources: Destatis, DB

Total

5%

89.2
PMT1

0.2
Air3

4.5
PRT26.1

Rail

5.7%

PMT1

–20.3%

Air3

Rail

0.3% –0.7%

PRT2
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Further losses in air transport: While 
23.1 million passengers took a domestic 
flight in Germany in 2019, just 4.7 million 
did so in 2021, a fall of almost 80% (2020: 
5.9 million passengers). The decline in 
transport volume was of roughly the same 
order of magnitude. It stood at 2.1 billion 
passenger kilometres in 2021, compared 
with 10.1 billion in 2019. The market share 

of domestic air transport fell to 0.2% 
(2020: 0.3%; 2019: 0.9%). Given the  
much scaledback service offering, 2022  
will see only a moderate recovery in air 
transport. With 4.2 million passengers  
in H1 2022, domestic air transport in  
Germany grew by a considerable 266%  
year on year but still remained around  
64% below 2019 levels.

Passenger transport Passenger transport
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Growth in long-distance market: Long 
distance rail passenger transport again saw 
low overall demand in 2021 due to the  
pandemic. However, it benefited from air 
and bus passengers switching to rail as  
well as from an expansion of train services. 
Transport volume in longdistance rail  
passenger transport increased by 7.5% to 
around 25.5 billion passenger kilometres  
in 2021. The number of passengers reached 
85.1 million. This was 4.4% more than in 
2020 (81.5 million), but still 43.6% fewer 
than in 2019 (151 million). In order to 
cushion the pandemic’s impact on the rail
ways, the German government sub sidised 
track access charges by up to 98% from 
1 March 2020 to 31 May 2022.

Higher passenger numbers at DB Long 
Distance in 2021: 81.9 million passengers 
used DB Long Distance trains in 2021  
compared with 81.3 million in 2020. Trans
port volume rose by 5.1% to 24.7 billion 

passenger kilometres. Demand trends  
reflect pandemic: Demand fell significantly 
in the months with restrictive measures  
to contain coronavirus spread. It picked up 
again noticeably when restrictions eased. 
Temporary declines also resulted from strikes 
by the German Train Drivers’ Union and 
extreme weather events. 

Demand up substantially in 2022: The 
turnaround from almost empty trains at  
the peak of the pandemic to new record 
demand was rapid. Transport performance 
in the longdistance rail passenger market 
increased by 136% year on year in Q1 2022. 
At DB alone, 59.1 million passengers used 
longdistance trains in H1 2022 (up 117% 
compared with H1 2021). In the months of 
May and June 2022, DB’s passenger numbers 
even hit record figures, well above the pre 
pandemic levels. DB Long Distance carried 
around 12 million passengers in June alone. 
For 2022 as a whole, DB expects more than 

Long-distance rail 
in Germany in 2021/2022
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130 million passengers on its ICE, IC and 
EC trains. In 2019, the figure was around 
150 million.

Doubling patronage remains key objec-
tive for DB: DB Long Distance is sticking  
to its target of increasing the number of 
passengers to 260 million per year as part 
of the Strong Rail strategy. This is twice  
as many passengers as in 2015. The growth 
will be enabled by the development of a 
flexible, reliable and highfrequency long 
distance network with expanded routes, 

more frequent services, faster travel times 
and an enhanced service offering.

Fleet expansion: DB Long Distance is  
gradually increasing train capacity in order 
to meet the targeted growth. In 2021, more 
than 30 new ICE 4 and Intercity 2 trains 
were put into service. In 2022, DB will  
also introduce additional XXLICE 4s, which 
have 13 coaches each. These can carry  
918 passengers – five times as many as  
a medium haul aircraft. With the addition  
of new rolling stock types such as the  

ICE 3neo, the ICE fleet will grow to around  
450 trains by the end of the decade. In late 
2022, the first ICE 3neo trains will enter 
service between North RhineWestphalia 
and Munich. The total ICE fleet will expand 
to around 360 trains by the end of 2022.

Faster connections between major urban 
centres, more rail for smaller cities: For 
the 2021/22 timetable change, DB Long 
Distance significantly expanded its services 
with a total of 50,000 additional seats. New 
Sprinter services mean there are now fast, 
environmentally friendly alternatives to air 
travel on eight of the ten busiest domestic 
routes in Germany. This includes a nonstop 
Sprinter connecting Berlin and Cologne  
in under four hours. A similar journey time  
of under four hours is also provided by  
new evening Sprinters between Berlin and  
Munich. Smaller cities are also benefiting 
from more trains with new direct services. 
DB further expanded its service offering with 
the start of the summer timetable in June 
2022. This took weekly capacity to more 
than three million seats for the first time. 
This is 20% more than in summer 2019.

Intermodal partnership model links 
planes and trains: In August 2022,  
DB became the world’s first intermodal 
partner of the Star Alliance of 26 airlines. 
The combination of plane and train helps  
to reduce CO2 emissions from transport. 
Customers of Star Alliance members can 
buy a combined ticket for a train and flight 
in one booking and also enjoy benefits  
such as faster baggage checkin. For DB,  
the partnership complements the existing 
Lufthansa Express Rail cooperation, which 
has more than doubled its booking figures 
since 2010. 

Competitors expand services: After  
temporary suspensions and restrictions  
to services during the pandemic, FlixTrain 
expanded its route network to around  
70 German cities in summer 2022. The 
night train network of the Austrian Federal 
 Railways also continues to grow. In April 
2022, the Austrian company WESTbahn 
entered the German market with a Vienna–
Munich service.

Passenger transport Passenger transport
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Pandemic dominates mobility demand: 
In 2021, the market for regional and local 
rail passenger transport in Germany con
tinued to be heavily impacted by pandemic 
related restrictions and the accompanying 
fall in demand for commuter and leisure 
transport. According to the Federal Statis
tical Office, around 1.7 billion passengers 
used regional and local rail services in 2021. 
That was 6% fewer passengers than in the 
previous year and 42% fewer than in 2019. 
The Federal Statistical Office attributes the 
declines to Q1 2021, which saw lockdown 
measures and the introduction of mandatory 
working from home. From Q2 to Q4 2021, 
the number of passengers was consistently 
higher than in the same quarters of the 
previous year.

Upward trend sustained in 2022: As  
the measures to contain the pandemic  
were increasingly dropped, the recovery  
in demand that began in the previous year 
continued into 2022. Regional and local  
rail passenger transport volume increased 
by 55% in Q1 2022 despite ongoing effects 
such as working from home and reduced 
business travel. Prepandemic levels have 
not yet been reached.

Rescue scheme stabilises situation: The 
federal and state governments in Germany 
have put in place a rescue package to cushion 
the losses caused by the pandemic and 
safeguard regional and local public trans
port. The federal government contributed 
half the total volume of EUR 7 billion for 

Regional and local rail
in Germany in 2021/2022
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2019

Other railways
Deutsche Bahn

2020 20212 

64% 60% 60%

36% 40% 40%
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2020 and 2021, with the state governments 
making up the remainder. The scheme is 
continuing in 2022. The industry expects 
revenue losses of EUR 3.2 billion this year 
due to the pandemic. This would take the 
total revenue losses in regional and local 
public transport between 2020 and 2022  
to around EUR 10.2 billion. The financial  
support is essential, since rail companies 
have maintained almost unrestricted  
services to ensure public mobility despite 
the slump in demand. 

Intramodal market shares remain stable: 
There is intense competition in the market 
for regional and local rail passenger trans
port. In terms of the number of train services 
ordered, the market share of DB Regio’s 
competitors remained unchanged at around 
40% in 2021. The almost 70 rail companies 
operating in around 160 networks, according 
to figures from the Federal Association of 
Local Rail Transport (Bundesverband Schie 
nenNahverkehr), show that competition is 
working. Regional and local rail services in 
Germany are ordered by the 27 passenger 

transport authorities through more than 
250 transport contracts.

Market environment remains challenging: 
Despite this success, rail companies have 
also noted problematic trends. For example, 
contract award is focusing increasingly on 
cost, with insufficient consideration given 
to quality. There is also criticism of the 
growing fragmentation of value chains in 
contract awards, which reduces companies’ 
entrepreneurial leeway. Low margins across 
the board and ballooning costs are piling  
on pressure for rail companies. According 
to the German Federal Network Agency, the 
number of participants in contract award 
procedures has been declining in recent years. 
In 2020, each award procedure attracted  
an average of 1.9 bidders, compared with 
2.5 in 2018. In 2022, Abellio Rail, a major 
operator, abandoned a variety of routes. 
Other rail companies, including DB Regio, 
have taken over these services and worked 
with the public transport authorities to 
ensure trains continue to run.

1 Figures rounded; 2 Estimated
Sources: Federal Network Agency, DB

Market shares in regional transport1  
(measured in train services ordered)
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Nine-euro ticket brings boom in demand: 
As part of a relief package to compensate 
for the sharp rise in energy prices, the  
German government financed the tempo
rary introduction of a nineeuro ticket in 
2022 and increased federal funding for  
regional and local transport services by 
EUR 2.5 billion for this purpose. The ticket 
enabled passengers to use regional and 
local public transport throughout Germany 
from June to the end of August 2022 for 
nine euros per month. At the end of Au
gust, the Association of German Transport 
Companies gave a positive assessment: 

some 52 million tickets were sold, and one 
in five people buying the ticket were a new 
customer. One in ten journeys using the 
nineeuro ticket would have otherwise been 
made by car. The Association calculates  
the resulting reduction in CO2 emissions at 
1.8 million tonnes. Given its success, the 
permanent introduction of a nationwide 
ticket priced between EUR 49 and EUR 69 
per month is under discussion. 

Expansion and modernisation pact:  
The German government plans to address 
the further development of services and 

the financing of regional and local public 
transport within the framework of an  
expansion and modernisation pact. It has 
set up a working group for this purpose  
in 2022, comprising representatives of the 
federal government and the federal states. 
The group will also discuss minimum stand
ards, quality criteria, accessibility, making 
rail more attractive, digitalisation, inte
gration, fares and capacity improvements,  
exploring aspects of future viability. The 
pact is intended to make public transport 
more competitive and thereby contribute  
to achieving the targeted modal shift and  
climate goals. 

Regional and local rail passenger  
transport remains a growth market:  
The noticeable positive trend in transport 
volume is set to continue in 2022, partly 
due to the nineeuro ticket. As in the two 

previous years, the pandemic remains  
the main influencing factor. Demand has 
always rebounded relatively quickly to a 
high level whenever pandemic measures 
have been eased. Wider trends point  
to further growth in regional and local 
transport. These include the continuing 
appeal of metro politan areas, the influx  
particularly of families into the suburbs 
(combined with commuting to major  
cities for work) and an increasing accept
ance of sharing services. Rising energy 
costs and the great importance attached  
to climate protection make regional and 
local rail passenger transport an attractive 
option. Particularly in urban areas, rail  
passenger transport requires less land use 
than private motorised transport. It can 
therefore help cities open up public space 
and improve the quality of life of their  
residents. 

Passenger transport Passenger transport
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Germany 
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Growth on most European railways: Some 
European railways successfully started the 
catchup process with doubledigit growth 
rates in 2021. However, they were not yet 
able to make up for the deep slump seen in 
the first year of the pandemic. The Spanish 
company RENFE increased transport volume 
by 40.9% (2020: –58.9%), while at Poland’s 
PKP the figure was up by 38.3% (2020: 
–47.2%). The French SNCF increased the 
number of passenger kilometres by 33.9% 
(2020: –40.3%). Further declines in trans
port volume were reported by Belgium’s 
SNCB (2021: –5.2%; 2020: –32.3%) and  
DB (2021: –2.7%; 2020: –44.7%). The trend 
in Germany was heavily influenced by the  
restrictions imposed to contain the pandemic. 
Demand increased significantly as these 
measures were eased. In the first half of 
2022, DB achieved an increase in transport 
volume of 109.8% compared with the same 
period of the previous year.

Pandemic effects still noticeable: The 
Community of European Railway and  
Infrastructure Companies (CER) reports 
ongoing losses in demand and revenue  
in European rail passenger transport.  
Although March 2022 saw the best monthly 
figures for transport volume and revenues 
since the beginning of the pandemic, they 
remained below preCovid levels. Transport 
volume was 25% and revenues 20% lower 
than in March 2019, for example. In some 
countries – particularly in Eastern Europe – 
revenues remained low despite rising  
demand. According to the CER, this may  
be related to the free carriage provided  
to refugees from Ukraine. 

Railways expand services in opened 
markets: 2022 has seen further new activity 
in France and Spain following the opening 
up of these countries’ longdistance markets. 
For example, Trenitalia has expanded from 

Performance in passenger rail service in Europe (2021) 
(measured by transport volume; change year on year) 

Sources: UIC, DB1 DB excluding Arriva

European railways
Rail passenger transport in 2021/2022
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two daily train pairs between Paris and 
Lyon, which the company already provided 
as part of the Paris–Milan route, to five 
train pairs. ILSA, a rail company partly 
owned by Trenitalia, has announced that it 
will operate on the Madrid–Barcelona and 
Madrid–Valencia highspeed routes from 
the end of the year. SNCF Ouigo has already 
been active on the Madrid–Barcelona line 
since May 2021.

More night trains for Europe: There are 
initiatives in several countries to expand 
night train services as a climatefriendly 
alternative to shorthaul flights in Europe. 
One example is the shared nighttrain  
initiative by ÖBB, DB, SNCF and SBB in 
cooperation with the Dutch and Belgian 
railways. Two new night train services  
were launched in December 2021: Vienna–
Munich–Paris and Zurich–Cologne– 
Amsterdam. Further routes are planned.  
The Berlin–Brussels and Berlin–Paris  
routes are due to launch in December  
2023. In mid2022, the Dutch night train 
provider GreenCityTrip launched new  
services to 14 European cities.

EU action plan for cross-border trans-
port: As part of its package on green and 
efficient mobility, the European Commission 
presented an action plan in December 2021 
to promote international longdistance rail 
passenger transport. This is intended to 
improve the railways’ competitiveness and 
help better exploit the market potential. 
For example, the Commission wants to  
examine an EUwide VAT exemption for 
international rail travel and a reduction in 
track access charges, to improve capacity 
management and to facilitate international 
ticketing. Rail companies are also hoping for 
improvements in interoperability through 
subsidies to help with the high cost of  
internationally usable rolling stock and  
the fitting of trains and infrastructure with 
the European Rail Traffic Management  
System (ERTMS). 

Rail transport is climate protection:  
Efficient international rail passenger trans
port facilitates the mobility of European 
citizens and helps to protect the climate. 
Passenger rail produces 80% fewer CO2 
emissions than air travel and 75% fewer 
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than passenger cars. The European Green 
Deal and the Commission’s Sustainable and 
Smart Mobility Strategy set clear climate 
targets. The Commission’s plans to reduce 
transportrelated CO2 emissions by 90% by 
2050 include doubling European highspeed 
rail traffic by 2030 and tripling it by 2050.

Climate targets require further expansion: 
The revision of the TENT Regulation pro
posed by the European Commission sets  
the framework for an ambitious expansion 
of the core network, the extended core  
network and the comprehensive network in 
Europe, taking account of intermodality and 

the integration of urban nodes. Nevertheless, 
these measures will not be sufficient to 
achieve the desired growth targets in Euro
pean highspeed rail traffic. 

For a strong European railway: Building 
on the expansion plans of the European 
Commission, DB has developed conceptual  
outlines for a tripling of European high
speed rail traffic by 2050. This target could 
be achieved if all European metropolitan 
regions (agglomerations with more than 
250,000 inhabitants) were connected to the 
highspeed network with at least hourly 
services. In addition to the already planned 
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TEN measures, around 20,000 kilometres  
of highspeed lines would need to be newly 
built or existing lines extended. In addition, 
capacity at transport hubs would have to be 
increased. Additional investments totalling 
EUR 450 to 500 billion would be required 
by 2050. By segregating traffic, the new 
highspeed infrastructure would also create 
additional capacity for freight and regional 
trains.

Study to determine market potential 
and necessary infrastructure measures: 
In addition to linking metropolitan regions, 

which are home to 60% of European citi
zens, DB sees higher frequency (hourly) 
services and shorter travel times as other 
key success factors. Both could be realised 
through infrastructure expansion. The  
capacity increase in the core network and 
at hubs would also allow for additional 
night trains. DB has commissioned a study 
to analyse the market potential of European 
highspeed rail, identify the necessary infra
structure improvements and calculate the 
achievable market shares. It is seeking the 
close involvement of interested partner 
railway companies.

Solidarity with Ukraine: Since the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine began in February 2022, 
railways across Europe have been helping  
to bring refugees to safety. Rail companies  
in the neighbouring countries have faced the 
biggest challenge. The main hub for refugees 
arriving from Ukraine is Poland. According 
to CER figures, European railways had  
issued more than 3.5 million free tickets  
to transport refugees to their destinations 
as of May 2022. In addition, the railways 
have been providing food, drink and other 
supplies on trains and at stations and  
offering information on accommodation  
and job opportunities. 

How DB has been helping: DB has added 
extra coaches on trains to Poland and has 
provided special train services and enabled 
the use of trains as accommodation where 
necessary. Hubs have also been set up  
in Berlin, Cottbus and Hanover. From there, 
refugees can travel on to other cities and 
countries. With the free Help Ukraine ticket, 
DB had already enabled around half a  
million people from Ukraine to find refuge 

in Germany or other parts of Europe by  
July 2022. Since March 2022, DB has been 
offering career opportunities for refugees 
from Ukraine with a job and career advice 
programme. In addition to a hotline, the 
company has opened career advice centres 
together with the Federal Employment 
Agency in Berlin, Cologne and Frankfurt am 
Main. The programme also includes orienta
tion and language courses. 

Declaration pledges support with  
reconstruction: European rail companies 
signed a declaration in July 2022 pledging  
to support the reconstruction of railways in 
Ukraine – for example by supplying technical 
equipment and spare parts. The railways 
are appealing to the EU to set up a “Rebuild 
Ukraine Fund” and provide funding to as 
quickly as possible rebuild stations, rail 
bridges and tracks damaged or destroyed by 
the war. They also want Ukrainian railway 
infrastructure to be more closely integrated 
into the transEuropean transport network. 
Different track gauges are currently the 
biggest obstacle.

Passenger transport
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2020 2020 2020 2020 20202021 2021 2021 2021 2021

Road  
haulage1

Inland navigation Pipelines Total market1

+8.3%

+3.7%

+4.3%

+ 4.0% –5.7%

119.8

487.5 (e)

670.7 (e)

46.3 16.7

129.8 (e)

505.6 (e)

699.3 (e)

48.2
15.7
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Economy growing again: In 2021, gross 
domestic product (GDP) increased by 2.6% 
(2020: –4.1%). Weaker growth of 1.3% is 
expected for 2022. Industrial output and 
trade in goods grew even more strongly than 
GDP in 2021, up 4.6% and 9.1% respectively. 
In 2022, industrial production is expected  
to decline by 1.2% while growth in goods 
trade slows significantly to an expected 1.0%.

Adverse factors accumulating: With the 
outbreak of war in Ukraine in February 2022, 
growth in global industrial production and 
trade has weakened. Rising energy prices 
are dampening growth. Regional lockdowns 

in China, caused by the zeroCovid strategy, 
are also hitting trade in goods and industrial 
production through supply chain disruption.

High demand for freight transport  
in 2021: Freight transport performance in 
Germany reached almost 700 billion tonne 
kilometres in 2021, surpassing prepandemic 
levels (2019: approximately 696 billion tonne 
kilometres). The growing trade in goods 
and prospering sectors such as the steel and 
construction industries contributed to this. 
The upward trend was tempered by the 
problems encountered in the procurement 
of preliminary products and raw materials, 

Freight transport volume in Germany 
reached almost 700 billion tonne 
kilometres in 2021, putting it above  
the pre-pandemic level. in 2022, high 
energy prices, disrupted supply chains 
and geopolitical uncertainty are  
weighing on markets.

Performance on the German freight transport market  
(billion tonne kilometres, percentage change year on year)

1 Preliminary; estimated (e) Sources: Destatis, DB

Freight transport

Total market
in Germany in 2021/2022

Freight transport



2021 modal split1  
(measured in transport volume)

1 Estimate 
Sources: Destatis, DB

72,3
Road

2,3
Pipelines

6,9
Inland navigation

18,6
Rail
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particularly in the second half of 2021. 
These affected the automotive industry  
in particular. There were also declines  
in mineral oil transports. 

Weaker demand in 2022: After rising  
significantly in the first two months of  
2022, demand for freight transport cooled 
noticeably in March and into the second 
quarter. Over the remainder of the year,  
the German government’s activities to  
reduce dependence on Russian oil and  
gas supplies will have an impact on the 
transport market. The enormous surge  
in energy and fuel costs is affecting all  
modes of transport. For fullyear 2022, 

freight transport performance in the  
German market is expected to remain 
roughly at the previous year’s level. 

Strong development of rail freight  
transport: Rail freight transport achieved 
aboveaverage growth in 2021 (8.3% year 
on year), taking transport volume to an  
estimated 130 billion tonne kilometres. 
This even just surpassed prepandemic  
levels (2019: approximately 129 billion 
tonne kilometres). Market share increased 
to 18.6% (2020: 17.9%). Rail benefited 
primarily from increasing iron and steel 
transport (ore, steel, scrap), but also from 
rising demand in the coal/coke, chemical 
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and wood sectors. Combined transport  
also grew significantly. Automotive trans
ports declined, mainly as a result of the 
chip shortage, as did mineral oil transports. 
In 2022, a slight increase in transport  
volume is expected for rail freight (0.5%) 
and a slight fall for road haulage (–0.5%).

Less momentum in road haulage: Road 
haulage also recovered to prepandemic 
levels in 2021. Strong momentum in goods 
trade, the consumer goods industry and 
ecommerce contributed to this trend. 
Transport performance increased by 3.7%  
to an estimated 506 billion tonne kilo
metres in 2021 (2020: approximately  
488 billion tonne kilometres). The market 
share fell by 0.4 percentage points to  
72.3%. In addition to weaker economic 
growth, the dramatically increased costs  
for fuel, personnel and vehicles are  
having an adverse impact in 2022. The  
driver shortage has further worsened. 

Inland waterway transport stabilises 
market share: Inland navigation grew  
by 4.0% in 2021 to 48.2 billion tonne  
kilometres. This was still short of the pre 
pandemic level. The market share was  
6.9%, as in 2020. Inland waterway trans
port benefited from the growth in coal,  
iron and steel transport. There were  
negative impacts from declining food  
and beverage traffic and especially  
from declines in the important coke and 
mineral oil segment. Inland navigation  
was also affected by low water in 2021. 
This effect will again be dramatic in the 
2022 figures. However, inland navigation 
will benefit from increasing coal traffic. 
Overall, a decline in transport volume is 
expected for 2022.
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After strong growth, uncertainty domi-
nates: With growth of 8.3%, rail freight 
transport volume recovered to prepandemic 
levels in 2021. In 2022, the freight trans
port market is characterised by uncertainty 
resulting from the pandemic – especially 
lockdowns in China – and the war in Ukraine. 
Rising energy prices and disrupted supply 
chains mean that only moderate growth  
of around 0.5% is expected for rail freight 
transport. Demand is falling especially  
in the automotive and steel segments.  
An upward trend is emerging in coal traffic. 
To secure the energy supply in Germany, 
coal and mineral oil transports are given 
priority in certain circumstances. 

Network bottlenecks limit growth:  
Restrictions on infrastructure capacity due 
to intensive construction activity remain  
a particular challenge. Rail freight transport 
will therefore be unable to grow as much  
as demand would allow. 

Pressure from intramodal competition 
remains high: DB and its competitors  
significantly increased their transport  
volumes by 8.5% and 8.1% respectively in 
2021. After losing 0.1 percentage points in 
market share to DB in 2020, the company’s 
competitors regained this in 2021. Their 
market share in 2021 was 56.8%, the same 
as in 2019. 

More new services at DB Cargo: DB 
Cargo is continuously expanding its range  
of climate friendly rail freight transport 
services. Bespoke solutions combining rail 
transport with other logistics services  
are opening up new segments for rail, for 
example in the consumer goods sector,  
battery logistics and hydrogen transport. 
DB Cargo has developed a solution for 
transporting large volumes of hydrogen. 
This allows hydrogen bound in liquid to be 
transported easily and efficiently by rail 
from the seaports to industrial customers 

8

Change over time in performance of freight operating companies1  
(transport volume in billions of tonne kilometres)

Rail
in Germany in 2021/2022
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throughout Europe using standard tank 
wagons. In addition to the Europewide 
expansion of combined transport, the focus 
is on developing a multimodal network  
for singlewagon transport to combine  
shipments to or from the regions. Single 
wagon freight is a major lever for shifting 
traffic to rail, as it enables access to the  
rail network for smaller cargo volumes and 
consignors without their own siding. 

New technologies boost efficiency:  
Innovations such as digital automatic  
coupling (DAC) and automated train forma
tion facilities improve the productivity and  
competitiveness of rail freight transport. 
This means freight trains can be put together 
more quickly and efficiently. Together with 
ETCS, this can increase capacity in rail freight 
transport by up to 15%. Digital automatic 
coupling, combined with digitalised and 
automated workflows, benefits all rail freight 
traffic and especially single wagon freight, 
which requires trains to be frequently  
coupled together, divided and shunted. DB 
Cargo alone couples wagons and trains up 
to 75,000 times a day across Europe. By 
2030, this process is due to be converted 
to digital coupling.

Changing funding environment: With  
the reduction in track access charges and  
the grant scheme for single wagonload  
transport, the German government is helping  
rail freight transport towards the targeted  
25% market share by 2030. The funding is 
intended to bridge the period until freight 
operating companies can increase their 
share of the modal split under their own 
steam through automation and digitalisa
tion. The Association of German Transport 
Companies is calling for a continuation of 
the reduction in track access charges, which 
is due to end in 2023. It argues that, com
bined with the sharp rise in energy costs, 
the expiry or reduction of subsidies would 
jeopardise the decarbonisation of transport. 
An expert report commissioned by the  
Federal Ministry for Digital and Transport 
recommended continuing the subsidy,  
citing its effectiveness in reducing rail’s 
competitive disadvantages compared with 
road haulage and significantly cutting CO2 
emissions. The grant scheme for single  
wagonload transport was reduced from  
EUR 80 million to EUR 40 million for 2022. 
Rail companies will benefit from the abolition 
of the reallocation charge from the German 
Renewable Energy Sources Act with effect 
from 1 July 2022.

Freight transport Freight transport



Sources: Eurostat, UIC, companies1 DB estimate

Performance by selected freight operating companies in Europe in 2021  
(measured in transport volume, percentage change year on year)
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Economic environment remains challeng-
ing: After the pandemicrelated 6.0% slump 
in economic output (GDP) in 2020, EU GDP 
grew by 5.3% in 2021. For 2022, growth is 
projected to drop back to 3.0% due to energy 
price rises, continued dis ruption to supply 
chains and uncertainty resulting from the 
war in Ukraine. The growth rates in industrial 
production (2021: 8.3%) and goods trade 
(2021: 10.7%) will be significantly lower than 
in the previous year, at an expected 1.5% 
and 3.4% respectively. 

Strong growth in 2021 followed by weaker 
development in 2022: In 2020, the declines 
in industrial production (–7.1%) and goods 
trade (–6.2%) caused the demand for trans
port in European rail freight to fall. Transport 
volume declined by 6.9%. In 2021, freight 
operating companies achieved a 7.3% in
crease in transport volume as the economy 
recovered. Growth was recorded particularly 
in iron and steel transport, combined trans

port and seaport hinterland traffic. In  
2022, the consequences of global crises – 
such as high energy prices and supply  
chain problems – will have a particularly 
severe impact on energyintensive sectors 
such as the steel, chemical, construction 
and automotive industries, limiting the 
growth prospects for European rail freight. 
Given this environment, DB expects only 
very moderate yearonyear growth in trans
port volume.

Double-digit growth rates for some rail 
companies in 2021: With an increase in 
transport volume of 21.4% in 2021, the 
French company Rail Logistics Europe more 
than made up the declines seen in the pre
vious year (–8.7%) by a considerable margin. 
Spain’s RENFE also saw doubledigit growth 
(11.8%) having been hit more than most  
in 2020 (–18.7%). Polish operator PKP Cargo 
(8.2%), Czech company ČD Cargo (6.0%) 
and the Austrian Rail Cargo Group (0.4%) 

European railways
Rail freight transport in 2021/2022
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were also unable to offset the losses of 2020 
(PKP Cargo: –12.0%; ČD Cargo: –8.4%; Rail 
Cargo Group: –5.7%). This was in contrast  
to Germany’s DB Cargo (2021: 7.9%; 2020: 
–7.5%) and the Swiss SBB Cargo (2021: 
7.5%; 2020: –2.4%)

Continuing effects of the pandemic: A 
study by the Community of European Rail
way and Infrastructure Companies (CER) 
indicates that the pandemic is continuing  
to impact European rail freight traffic in 
2022. After almost reaching preCovid levels 
in December 2021, transport volumes fell 
again in subsequent months. In March 2022, 
they were 9% lower than in March 2019, 
according to CER figures, with revenues see
ing a smaller fall of 5%. The CER attributes 
this to higher prices due to rising energy 
costs. However, the increased costs have 
also come partly at the expense of rail com
panies’ margins.

EU seeks improved environment for 
cross-border rail freight transport: The 
EU aims to reduce its emissions by 55% 
compared with 1990 levels by 2030 and to 

become the first climateneutral economic 
area by 2050. Freight transport must help 
make this possible. Around 30% of freight 
in Europe is to be transported by rail in 
2030 under the target the EU has set itself 
as part of the Green Deal. To achieve this, 
rail freight transport must grow by 50% by 
2030 and double by 2050. More than half 
of freight transport is crossborder. The 
European Commission is therefore focussing 
in 2022 on improving capacity management 
and supply in crossborder rail freight and 
on reducing existing barriers to growth. The 
EU regulatory framework is to be revised to 
better meet the needs of freight operating 
companies.  
 
Using digital innovations: Digitalisation 
can increase the capacity and reliability of 
rail freight services and reduce costs. The 
rapid implementation of the European Rail 
Traffic Management System (ERTMS) and 
other innovative technologies such as digital 
automatic coupling (DAC) are regarded  
as key technologies for decisively improving  
the interoperability and competitiveness  
of rail freight. Digital innovations such as  

automation for trains and terminals are  
also helping railways tap into new freight 
segments with smaller shipment sizes.  
This will help compensate for declining 
shipments of traditional goods such  
as coal.

European test train launched: January 
2022 saw a train fitted with the digital  
automatic coupling enter trial operation. 
Test runs will take place over several 
months in various European countries. The 

test train is part of the DAC4EU research 
project, which is receiving EUR 13 million 
of funding from the Federal Ministry for 
Digital and Transport and involves a con
sortium of six companies (DB Cargo, SBB 
Cargo, Rail Cargo Austria and wagon keepers 
Ermewa, GATX Rail Europe and VTG). The 
European DAC Delivery Programme agreed 
on a standardised coupling type in Septem
ber 2021. Some 490,000 freight wagons 
and 17,000 locomotives across Europe will 
need retrofitting with the DAC. The sector 
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will require financial support to achieve  
this. If the rollout phase begins in 2023/24,  
retrofitting could be completed in 2030.

EU initiates solidarity corridors: In May 
2022, the European Commission presented 
an action plan to facilitate Ukrainian agri
cultural exports by land and inland waterway. 
The solidarity corridors are intended to 

secure the export of agricultural goods as  
an alternative to the routes via the Ukrainian 
ports. The European Commission plans to 
increase the capacity of export corridors in 
future and create new infrastructure links 
as part of the rebuilding of Ukraine. The 
Commission has called on  European rail com
panies to provide rolling stock and containers 
and asked infrastructure man agers to make 

train paths available. The difference in gauge 
between the Ukrainian and European rail 
networks necessitates transhipment at the 
border, meaning that terminals, tranship
ment points and storage capacity need to  
be expanded. Europe’s rail companies sup
port the action plan and are working with 
the Commission to implement it effectively.

Railways provide further help for 
Ukraine: Many European freight operating 
companies have been organising and  
transporting aid such as food and medical 
products for Ukraine since the beginning  
of the war. According to CER figures, more 
than 10,000 tonnes of aid were transported 
in just the first few weeks of the war alone. 
Much of the aid flows through Poland, 
where PKP Cargo helps with handling and 
delivery to Ukraine. Once it reaches the 
country, Ukrainian Railways transports aid 
to where it is needed. In addition to this 
immediate assistance, a number of European 
rail companies signed a declaration in July 

2022 committing to help rebuild Ukraine’s 
railways. In addition, DB and Ukrainian 
Railways (Ukrzaliznytsia, “UZ”) signed a 
memorandum of understanding in Septem
ber 2022. With this agreement, DB has 
pledged longterm assistance and support 
to help UZ rebuild after the war.

DB helps with humanitarian rail bridge: 
Shortly after the invasion began, DB created 
a humanitarian rail bridge in coordination 
with the German government to transport 
vital aid supplies to Ukraine. In the space of 
around four months, almost 1,000 container 
loads were transported by rail and road via 
this logistics network, bringing thousands of 
tonnes of food, drinking water and sanitary 
items directly into the country. Since mid
May, DB Cargo and its partners have been 
bringing as much Ukrainian grain as possible 
into the EU via the “grain bridge” on several 
trains per week. DB is committed to the EU 
solidarity corridors, to supporting Ukraine 
and to helping keep supplies moving.

Freight transport

As part of the InnoTrans 2022 trade fair for the rail industry, DB an Urkrainian Railways (Ukrzaliznytsia, “UZ”)  
signed a memorandum of understanding that pledges extensive support for UZ. Pictured: Adina Vălean,  
Dr Richard Lutz, Oleksandr Kamyshin, Dr Volker Wissing
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Higher track demand: Operating perfor
mance on DB’s rail network rose by 4% in 
2021 to 1,109 million trainpath kilometres 
(2020: 1,066 million trainpath kilometres). 
The reduced number of pandemicrelated 
cancellations was a major driver along with 
expansions in regional and freight traffic. In 
H1 2022, operating performance increased 
by a further 2.7% year on year to approxi
mately 563 million trainpath kilometres. 
This was around 20 million more than in H1 
2019. The growth was driven by increased 
freight and longdistance traffic. For the 
fullyear 2022, operating performance is 

expected to exceed 1,130 million trainpath 
kilometres.

Competition remains dynamic: In line 
with the longterm trend, track demand 
from nonDBGroup rail companies grew 
more strongly than that from within the 
Group in 2021. The operating performance 
of nonDBGroup rail companies rose by 
7.5% to 414 million trainpath kilometres 
compared with a 2.1% increase to 694 mil
lion trainpath kilometres for DB Group  
rail companies. The share of total operating 
performance attributable to nonDBGroup 

rail companies on DB’s network climbed to 
37.4% in 2021 (2020: 36.2%). In H1 2022, 
demand from DB Group rail companies rose 
by 3.6%. This was higher than the 1.2% 
increase in demand from customers outside 
the Group. The increase in demand from 
the DB Group rail companies resulted partly 
from emergency contracts in which DB took 
over regional routes previously operated  
by Abellio.

Investments in rail infrastructure: Some 
EUR 12.8 billion was invested in renewing 
and maintaining tracks, stations and electri

cal power systems in 2021. DB, together 
with the German government, continues to 
invest at record levels to create the capacity 
needed for further growth. This investment 
will amount to more than EUR 13.6 billion 
in 2022 alone. The German government  
has increased the funds for building and 
upgrading Germany’s rail infrastructure to 
EUR 1.9 billion for 2022 (2021: EUR 1.56 
billion). The investment needed in the rail 
network will reduce infrastructure capacity 
in the short term. Despite the challenging 
operational situation, DB forecasts a con
sistent rise in track demand.

Infrastructure

After the pandemic hit track demand  
in 2020, operating performance on DB’s 
network has increased again. The share 
of train-path kilometres attributable  
to non-DB-Group rail companies reached 
37.4% in 2021. 

Operating performance on the DB network  
(million trainpath kilometres)

Infrastructure

Use of the rail network
in Germany in 2021/2022



Focus on growth and modal shift: In  
June 2022, the German government and DB 
presented their plans for a highperformance 
network comprising the the most highly 
utilized links in Germany’s existing rail  
network. It will significantly exceed today’s 
standards in terms of equipment, perfor
mance, availability and capacity. This will 
bring lasting improvements in the quality 
and reliability of the infrastructure. The 
development of the high performance net
work will not come at the expense of other 
infrastructure moder ni sa tion activities. 
New construction and expansion projects  

in the rail network and digitalisation of the 
railways will continue unfettered. 

Rail infrastructure at its limits: The  
current reliability and quality problems in 
rail transport can essentially be traced back 
to insufficient capacity and outdated infra
structure assets. The German rail network 
was not designed either for today’s traffic 
levels or for future growth, and demand has 
outgrown stations, too. More congestion and 
delays on the railways are the result. More 
demand and ever more trains (currently 
51,000 per day, more than ever before) are 

coming up against already overcrowded,  
in part outdated and failureprone infra
structure that is additionally restricted by 
construction work. The number of trains  
on the DB network is expected to swell to 
59,000 per day by 2030. 

10% of the network particularly busy: 
Approximately 3,500 kilometres of line are 
currently classed as highly utilized. Around 
25% of all trains currently run on these  
lines, which make up 10% of the DB network.  
Average capacity utilisation here already 
stands at around 125% even without con

struction work. Given forecast transport 
growth, more than 9,000 kilometres of the 
network are expected to be congested by 
the end of the decade as a result of addi
tional traffic. The congestion and resulting 
delays are set to have a dramatic impact  
on all rail companies and their customers in 
passenger and freight transport. A change 
of course is therefore required.

New approach to network modernisation: 
The general overhaul of the lines comprising 
the highperformance network will fully 
replace and improve all outdated and failure 

Infrastructure

The German government and DB are 
working to improve rail infrastructure.  
By 2030, a new high-performance net- 
work is to be created through a general 
overhaul of the busiest rail corridors in 
Germany. The details and implementation 
plans will be worked out in consultation 
with the industry. 

Infrastructure

The high-performance network  
for Germany
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prone infrastructure assets. This will com
prehensively eliminate the investment  
backlog. There are three key new elements 
to the general overhaul of the highly utilized 
corridors: Consolidation of all construction 
measures, improved performance and  
customerfriendly construction. Lessons 
learned from the general overhaul in terms 
of greater consolidation, improved equip
ment standards and small and medium sized 
measures for rapid capacity expansion will 
also be applied elsewhere in the rail network 
wherever feasible and worthwhile.

General overhaul begins in 2024: Starting 
in 2023, the diversion routes necessary for 
the infrastructure works will be upgraded. 
The general overhaul of the first major corri
dor will then begin in 2024. This will include 
renovating stations along the affected routes 
and providing improved equipment. The 
route selection and concrete implementation 
will be closely coordinated with industry and  
the rail sector. DB will combine infrastruc
ture works, including replacing infrastructure 
assets ahead of schedule, to minimise the 
impact on capacity and make the process as 

customerfriendly as possible. The benefits 
of the new network will multiply with each 
completed corridor. The result will be a  
robust, highperformance network with 
space for even more trains. No further work 
will be required on major corridors for many 
years to come. This will have a stabilising 
effect on the total network.

Immediate measures start already: In 
order to improve the operational situation 
before the start of the general overhaul, a 
package of immediate measures will help to 
reduce current reliability and quality issues. 
Those elements of the high performance 
network that can already be implemented 
are being brought forward: Closure times 
will be consolidated more effectively and 
peaks in the construction workload will be 
spread out to a greater extent, diversion 
routes will be made more accessible and 

higherquality and more robust equipment 
is being installed wherever possible. In 
addition, DB is significantly increasing its 
annual preventive maintenance budget. 
This will help to avoid minor disruption in 
particular. In 2022 and 2023, DB will im
plement as many preventive actions in the 
rail network as is possible while operations 
are ongoing. 

Better preparation to mitigate restric-
tions: Building at record levels while  
meeting the growing demand for climate 
friendly rail will not be possible without 
disruption. By providing early information, 
good replacement services, secure connec
tions between train services and a reliable 
offering, DB wants to ensure more predict
ability for public transport authorities  
and for rail companies and their customers 
during construction work.

Infrastructure Infrastructure
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On the path to climate neutrality:  
Germany aims to reach climate neutrality 
by 2045 and has set itself binding interim 
targets to achieve this. Greenhouse gases 
need to be reduced by at least 65% by 
2030 and at least 88% by 2040 (both com
pared with 1990 levels). With the Climate 
Protection Act passed in 2021, the German 
government has prescribed legally binding 
climate targets and annual cuts in emission 
levels for individual sectors. If a sector  
exceeds its permitted emissions, the rele
vant federal ministry must draw up an  
immediate programme to bring the sector 
back on track. 

Shifting traffic, achieving targets: In  
the transport sector, emissions must be 
reduced to a maximum of 85 million tonnes 
by 2030. Around 148 million tonnes of CO₂ 
equivalents were emitted in 2021. That  
was around three million tonnes more than  
permitted under the Climate Protection Act. 
The current trend shows that the modal 
shift to environmentally friendly rail needs 
to be accelerated further. The Federal  
Ministry for Digital and Transport presented  
an immediate programme for the transport 
sector in July 2022. Among other things, 
this provides for an initiative to expand 
cycling infrastructure and an expansion and 

Achieving more climate protection means 
shifting traffic to rail on a massive scale 
in the coming years. Every passenger and 
every freight train helps the climate. DB 
is making progress in climate protection 
and noise control. 

EnvironmentEnvironment

Rail’s contribution
to protecting the environment
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quality initiative in regional and local public 
transport to ensure that the climate targets 
are met.

100% climate-neutral by 2040: To achieve 
this target, DB is relying on three levers – 
the expansion of renewable power, the 
phasingout of diesel and the energy tran
sition in heating systems. Around 90% of 
DB’s rail transport operations are already 
electric powered. Renewable power made 
up 62.4% of DB’s traction power mix in 
2021. This figure is set to grow to 80% in 
2030 and 100% by 2038. In addition, from 
2025 onwards, all DB’s stations, depots  
and office buildings in Germany will be sup
plied entirely with renewable power.

Climate-friendly fleet: More energy 
efficient trains and alternative drive  
systems and fuels are helping to further 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions from  
DB’s passenger and freight transport.  
At DB Cargo, electric locomotives already 
provide 95% of the traction power in the 
company’s route network. From 2023,  
bimode or hybrid locomotives will handle 
shunting at freight yards and the “last mile” 
to the customer. On electrified sections  
of track, the new locomotives run in pure 
electric mode. On sections without over
head lines, they can switch to conventional 
drive, eliminating the need to change loco
motives. DB Cargo plans to complete the 
switch from diesel to hybrid locomotives by 

2030. Over the next few years, all diesel 
powered shunting locomotives operated by 
DB Long Distance will also be replaced by 
quiet, climatefriendly hybrid models. Since 
July 2022, the DB Sylt Shuttle trains have 
been refuelling with climatefriendly biofuels 
instead of diesel, cutting CO2 emissions  
by around 90%. By 2025, DB Long Distance 
will use biofuel to convert the just under 
2% of its routes that remain dieselpowered. 
DB Long Distance operates all other routes 
with 100% renewable power.

Innovative system for green regional 
transport: DB and Siemens have partnered 
in a joint project funded by the Federal Min
istry for Digital and Transport. “H2GoesRail” 
is exploring the use of hydrogen to fuel local 
and regional trains. Siemens has developed  
a new fuel cellpowered multiple unit, while 
DB is responsible for creating innovative 
infrastructure to supply the train with hydro
gen. Production of DB’s mobile hydrogen 
refuelling system has been completed in 
2022. The new train from Siemens and the 
innovative trailer from DB, which stores 
hydrogen and becomes a mobile filling sta
tion, has the potential to replace diesel 
multiple units in regional transport. The new 
system means hydrogen trains can refuel 
just as quickly as a diesel multiple unit, 

greatly easing the use of hydrogen tech
nology in rail operations. Practical testing 
of the system will begin in 2023. A one 
year operation in passenger service is 
planned for 2024.

Quiet brakes: Protecting the environment 
also means protecting people from railway 
noise. Following the retrofitting of all freight 
wagons DB Cargo uses in Germany with 
quiet brakes by 2020, DB Cargo’s electric 
mainline freight loco motives in Germany 
will also be running with quiet braking  
systems by 2025.

Noise control measures along routes:  
In 2021, DB implemented noise control 
measures along 71 kilometres of railway line 
as part of the German government’s noise 
abatement programme, improving local 
noise control for around 32,800 residents. 
By 2030, noise control measures will be 
implemented on 3,250 kilometres of line, 
which will benefit more than 800,000  
people living nearby. That is over half of  
all residents who currently live along noisy 
routes. By 2050, DB will have covered 
around 6,500 kilometres of the rail network, 
comprising all noisy lines, thereby signifi
cantly improving noise control for the more 
than 1.6 million residents affected.

Environment Environment

Increasing share of renewable power in DB’s 
traction power mix
DB Long Distance services in Germany have been 
running on 100% renewable power since 2018. 
By 2038, traction power will be 100% renewable 
for regional and freight transport too.
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Transport performance data since 2017 at a glance Transport performance data since 2017 at a glance

Passenger transport

Transport volume in Germany  
in billion passenger kilometres

 
2017

 
2018

 
2019 2020 2021¹

Rail 95.5 98.2 102.0 58.8 59.0

Public road transport 71.4 72.1 71.3 44.5 44.1

Private motorised transport 912.4 913.3 917.0 822.5 870.0

Air travel (domestic in Germany) 10.4 10.3 10.1 2.6 2.1

Total market 1,089.7 1,093.8 1,100.4 928.4 975.0

Sources: Destatis, DB

Freight transport

1 2021 data provisional
2 Road and total market data for 2020 provisional
3 Road, rail and total market data for 2021 provisional, partly estimated (e)

Infrastructure

Transport volume in Germany  
in billion tonne kilometres

 
2017

 
2018

 
2019

 
20202 20213

Rail 131.2 130.0  129.2 119.8 129.8 (e)

Road 486.0 497.2  498.7 487.5 (e) 505.6 (e)

Inland navigation 55.5 46.9 50.9 46.3 48.2

Pipelines 18.2 17.2 17.6 16.7 15.7

Total market 690.9 691.3  696.4 670.3 (e) 699.3 (e)

Operating performance in Germany  
in million train-path kilometres

 
2017

 
2018

 
2019 2020 2021

On the network 1,073 1,085 1,090 1,066 1,109

Of which non-DB-Group customers 331 349 368 385 414

Source: DB

Sources: Destatis, DB
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